


You are reading the �rst Newsletter of UBC Commission 

on Youth Issues. Commission on Youth Issues is quite young 

itself, was born in 2005 and City of Kalmar was leading the 

work back then. Since 2008 City of Tallinn is Chairing this 

Commission and as a Chairman I am pleased to welcome 

your cities to participate in the work of Commission. There 

are several possibilities to take part - you can read more 

about the work done and planned in this Newsletter. There 

is an ongoing project, other cities can join; there are Open 

Commission meetings coming up soon; there is an open call 

for the new city to become a co-Chair of the Commission for 

the period 2010 – 2011 and more importantly – we are planning 

new projects where you can join in. 

Commission on Youth Issues is definitely a place where your city can gain 

but also share experiences and knowledge on youth issues, compare youth 

work done, learn from best practices and create new exchange possibilities for 

youngsters and youth workers. All in all - together we can promote youth issues in Baltic Sea 

region.

Sincerely yours,

Kaia Jäppinen
Chairman
Deputy Mayor of Tallinn

Dear Colleagues, young people and others 
interested in youth issues, 



Changes in Commission structure

From January 1st 2008, City of Kalmar has handed over the Chair of the Commission on Youth Issues to the City of 
Tallinn. The new Chairman is Mrs. Kaia Jäppinen who is the Deputy Mayor for the City of Tallinn. The Vice Chair of the Commis-
sion is held by Mrs. Birgitta Elfström who is the Deputy Mayor for the City of Kalmar. The secretariat and administration of the 
Commission work is still located in the City of Kalmar. Since City of Tallinn took over the Chair of the Commission the youth 
representatives within the commission have also changed. The youth representatives are members of the Commission for 
period of two years after which the city elects new youth that can represent the city. 

Previously

Open Commission meeting was held May 12 – 14, 2008 in 
Tallinn, Estonia. 30 people from 12 different cities attended 
the meeting where the new Chairmen of the Commission, 
Kaia Jäppinen opened the event. The focus of the meeting 
was the future of the Commission and how the Commis-
sion could become a better platform for future develop-
ment of new projects. During the meeting all participants 
got the opportunity to present their local youth policies 
and youth work and brain storm on the future projects. The 
history of the Commission was also introduced and the 
running project “Different History – Common Future…” 
was presented. 

It has to be mentioned that some good ideas were 
collected during the group work session for the future 
projects: youth empowerment and increasing participa-
tion of youth in decision making, joint trainings and integra-
tion as priorities were mentioned but also the importance 
of putting focus on the youth policy issues in Baltic Sea 
Region in general and availability of resources for that.

Participants also considered it important to work together 
with other Commissions of UBC – for example in environ-
mental issues. Commission hopes to write together with 
interested cities some new projects for the period 2010 – 
2012. Please, let us know of your interests and wishes and 
we will try to find other partners interested and gather the 
know-how together. 

Second Commission meeting (core group) was held 
September 15 – 17, 2008 in Kristiansand, Norway. 15 
people took part and the main focus of the meeting was 
the upcoming new youth conference in September 2009. 
During the meeting the Commission on Youth Issues met 
different youth representatives from Kristiansand to found 
a way to cooperate during the next youth conference and 
also met representative of the Commission on Health and 
Social Affairs to discuss on the same issue. 
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Project “Different History – Common Future…” – as main activity of the 
Commission during 2006 – 2009.

4 cities: Kalmar (Sweden), Liepaja (Latvia), Tallinn (Estonia), Kolding (Denmark) and UBC General Secretariat, 
Animare Project Management and Baltic Sea Secretariat for Youth A�airsfrom Rostock as assisting partner are 
involved in the project. Most of the project activities are also opened to other cities if they are willing to pay their accommo-
dation and travel costs. Project has 3 main themes:  Youth Communicating, Youth Exchanged, Youth Engaged. And under 
these themes there are several activities:

1. EVS (European Voluntary Service) Promotion work. 
EVS Promotion Seminar took place in Tallinn, May 14 – 15, 
2008. Over 60 participants took part. The focus of the 
seminar was about the benefits of taking part in an EVS 
project. During the seminar the participants got the oppor-
tunity to hear experience from both former volunteers and 
from volunteers who participated in the project during the 
seminar. During the seminar the City of Kalmar talked 
about their experience from hosting a volunteer within the 
municipal organisation and what benefits it has been for 
the city and for the local youth that the volunteer meet 
during project time. 

2. Tolerance trips into the Danish-German border region. 
Second trip was held 8-12 October 2008, first trip in 2007. 
During the Tolerance trip 20 young people and also youth 
workers had the opportunity to experience and meet 
different minority groups and listen to their situation today 
on the Danish – German border. The group met and 
discussed questions such as historical influences, cultural 
diversity and tolerance. Feedback from both (the first trip 
was carried out in 2007) Tolerance Trips have been 
extremely positive.

3. Youth Conferences. Youth Conference „Under the 
Surface” was held in Pärnu September 26 – 29, 2007. More 
than 120 young people and youth workers from Baltic Sea 
Reagion participated and worked hard in interactive 
workshops and listened to the presentations held. As the 
result, the Book of Possibilities was issued. Next Youth 
Conference will take place in September 2009 in 
Kristiansand, Norway. You are all very welcome!

4. Communication and information. As the result of the 
conference, the Book of Possibilities was issued to 
introduce different methods and best practices of how 
young people can be involved in the city life. You can 
access the book at the web-page of the Commission 
www.ubc-youth.org. Before, during and after the confer-
ences young people can meet at virtual space, blog and 
share their experiences. Other virtual options like Second 
Life and Habbo-hotel were also talked over during the 
conference and might be possibilities to work on in future.

5. NGO meetings. Non-governmental organizations are 
partners in youth work field. It is important to provide 
meeting space and possibilities to change experiences and 
start co-operation. Project is providing these possibilities as 
well.
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Coming soon…

Project “Di�erent History – Common Future…” contin-
ues also in 2009 with activities like:

1. EVS Seminar (will be held together with Commission 
Open Meeting in April 2009)

2. Tolerance trip for NGO´s (for NGO´s working with 
integration issues) in April 22 – 25th  (mainly for project 
partners but possibility for others to join as well)

3. Youth Conference “Bridges over the Sea”, Septem-
ber 22 -25th , 2009 in Kristiansand, Norway – for all 
interested cities in Baltic Sea Region. More detailed 
information will be available on www.ubc-youth.org 
in March 2009.

4. Issuing info materials and helping to make infostands 
for youth clubs and youth centers on EVS matters

UBC Commission on Youth Issues will hold its meet-
ings in 2009 as follows:

• Open Commission meeting April 14 - 16th in Riga.
• Open Commission meeting during the Youth Conference 
in Kristiansand in September 22 – 25th .
• Closed Commission meeting in October/November.

Partner search for new project(s)

There is an ongoing partner search for new projects - we 
will share and make decisions during first Commission 
meeting but you can write to us and propose your sugges-
tions any time.
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Welcome... 

... to the City of Pärnu, Estonia, who has joined CoYi! 

For formally joining the Commission on Youth Issues and making the commitment that your city is more involved in discuss-
ing and developing youth issues in Baltic Sea Region, your city will need to sign a Letter of Intent. You can find the letter of 
Intent on CoYi web-page. If you are interested to become an active member of Commission, please write to Ms. Ilona-Evelyn 
Rannala, who will see that you get official invitation for joining and signing the letter. Commited participation will guarantee 
that your city will be on first choice invited to join new projects and other activities. 

Search...

for the new city, who wants to take over co-Chair of the Commission for the period 2010 – 2011 and to become a 
Chair for the period 2012 – 2013. We expect the city to have signed the Letter of Intent and to have constantly developing 
youth policy and youth work in the city. Motivation letter, signed by the mayor, where you describe your youth policy and 
youth work but also your ideas concerning the future work of Commission on Youth Issues, should be sent to the Chairman, 
Mrs. Kaia Jäppinen, Tallinn City Government, Vabaduse väljak 7, Tallinn, Estonia not later than June 15, 2009.

Contacts:

Chair of Commission - City of Tallinn
Mrs. Kaia Jäppinen, Deputy Mayor

Contact person:
Ms. Ilona Rannala, City of Tallinn
Tel: +372 6404686
E-mail: ilona-evelyn.rannala@tallinnv.ee

Vice chair of Commission - City of Kalmar
Ms. Birgitta Elfström, Deputy Mayor

Contact person:
Ms. Sophia Sundlin, City of Kalmar
Tel: +46 480 450198
E-mail: sophia.sundlin@kalmar.se

Contact person EU-project Different 
History Common Future and Secretariat

Mr. Mathias Larsson, City of Kalmar
Tel: +46 480 450196
E-mail: mathias.larsson@kalmar.se 


